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1, In Auvgust 1950, an airfield was cbserved to be located west of the Gumrak
reilroad station (4848 1/4422 E), along the southwest side of a railroad
line tousrd the north. After about the fall of 1951, individual 25X1
jet alrcraft with swepi-baex wings ov flving in formations of three
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were seen aloft in the area betwsen Gumrak and the PW camps in
Stalingrad (4845 N/4431 ) and over the Tsaritsa Glen. They came
fron the dirsction of Gumrak ard followed the Tsaritsa Glen. Not
before the late fall of 1952 did 4% become apparent that the jet
planes might be stebiored at the airfield located near Gumrak.
Although no take-offs and lendinzs were directiybbserved, the kind
of Ilying sctivity sesn suprorted this assumption. The jet aircraft
wers always seen flylng from the direction of Gumrak along the
Tearitsa Glen to tho eastern bank of the Volga River. After several
turns and poweyr dives over the town and subsequent steep climbe,
they flew toward Cumrek. The aircraft were seen for about 15 to

20 minutes. When fiying in formation of three, the aircraft mede
several turns over the town and returned toward Gumrak. No other
type aireralt or flying activity was notived near Gumrak, 1

2, The first jet aircraft were seen in the air espace over Stalingrad
after the fall of 1950. They usuelly flew individually, at high
eltitudes and often emitted vapor Wrails. After 1951, individual
jet alrcraft with two vapor trails were oceasionally seen flying
at very altitudes. After Fay 1953, considersbly more jet sircraft
were seen in the air space over Stalingrad. They flew mostly in
Hwo-ghip elements or loose formation of § or 6 flights, flying
twens over the town. After May 1953 Plying activity by jet aircraft
wag conducted in falyr weather and below 1,000 meters. They flew in
two~ship elements, one alrcraft length apert. When flying in large
formations, they spread out and flew unusually wids turns. 4 jeb
aireraft seen flying an inclinstion angle of the flight path in
early May 1953 had a remerkable siep in the fuselage. These
observations were made with jel siroraft at night flying in August
or September 1952, The aircraft vere not stationed at one of the
airfields known in the Stelingrad o . They always approached from
& northerly direction and, upon flying over the town area, again
turned northward, 1

On two subsequent days in sarly September 1952, about 100 four-
engine conventional aircraft in {ormations of from five to seven
were aloft over Stalingred. The individual formatione flew at an
altitude of about 4,000 meters in irregular order. They apmroached
from the gouth and turned over Stalingrad at an estimated angle of
about 345°.

It was frequently noticed that regular troadecasts by radio Stalingrad
were interrupbed because of an announcement of letter group ™S G ®,
Since these letters were usually given during bad weather or at night,
it vas assumed thet airereft aprroached Stalingrad taking bearings

on the Stalingrad transmiiter., 2

On the occasion of Air Force Doy in August 1953, two formations of
abcut nine I0~3 alreraft esch sprroached Stalingrad in close .
formation from the north =nd dropped about 20 parachutists each
over 8talingrad airfield from an altitude of about 300 meters.

In July 1952, a helicopter, which allegedly belonged to a Moscow

motlion picture corporation, repestedly took off or landed et the
Volge-~Don Canal in order to take pictures of the sluice instellations.
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In December 1952 and January 1953, an airfield of an estimated

3 x 3 lon vas observed to be located 2 or 3 km northeast of Gumrak
airfield, At the time of observation, & take-off and landing strip

of about 1,200 to 1,500 meters wsa cleared from snow at the northwest
end of the landing field., The lecition of the cleared strip corresponded
with the direction of approach of the aireraft taking off and landing
atl the field. Not le g than two large hangars aud other brick buildings
vere located along the northesstern border of the field which was
bordered by a road. Au irvon lattice maest about 25 meters high and
traced by ropes was apparently located immediatsly outside the
airfield, on the extension of the northwest-southeast diagonal

through the field. It seemed that the installation was either the
Stalingrad redlo broadcasting station or the radio station which
transmitted the radioc signals #S G,

A
o

The airfield was usually used only by commercial aireraft which
maintained regular air line traffie; that is from 4 to 6 aircraft
flew the line dsily. It seemed thot alse at night, 1 or 2 commercial
aircraft regularly aprroached the field. It was remarkable that
cormercial flying ectivity decreased during the winter months. No
alr activity was noticed during IFR weather conditions. After IFR
weather conditions of long duration, which was very seldom in the
Stelingrad area, air activity by commercisl aircraft increased to
an unusual extent, with up to 20 commercial alrcraft being aloft
daily. Then, flying gradually drcpped to normal traffic.

Cormercial aireraft were of type D0-3 and, after about 1953, mostly
of type Il-12, Ho i‘our-engmc commarcial planes were seen making
intermediate landings in Gumak,

During the months of August and Soptember 1952, nightflying with
Jet aircraft was conducted for about 4 weeks during clear nights
from Gumrzk airfisld, The landing at Gumrak airfield was definitely
noticed from the P! hospital. Flying was conducted with position
lights at low altitudes and also at altitudes of between 1,000 and
1,500 meters, first by individual airecraft which were aloft over
Stalingrad for about 20 to 40 minutes. Later, two-ship -elements of
two simultansously were aloft, flying in wide-apread order., During
these air activities, Cumrak airfield was heavily illuminated, end
the letters "5 G ¥ were frequently broadcast: ' over radio Stalingrad.
On starry nights, the reddish glow from jet tailpipes below the
aircraft fuselage was clearly visible. The aircraft had an
estimated horizontal speed of about 500 to 600 km/ph.

During the period of night flying, small groups of Soviet Air Force
off‘icerc—x in the rank of captain or major were observed in Stalmgra.d.
They were between 24 and 26 years of age, tall, and of uell-ng
appearance. Their uniform consisted of dark-khaki colored trousers
and jackets and visor caps with rich golden embroidery. They wore 4
short degger on a pouchbelt and were generally referred to as
Turbochnikl from Moscow. They mede a far better appearance than

the air force personnel ususlly seer in Stalingrad. After September
1952 up to Sepitomber 1953, night flymg or daytime flying by Jot
aircraft vere no longer observed from Gumrak. 1

CORFIDENTIAL
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In Februaery and March 1953, Soviet soldiers complained that they
had to bulld structures &% Gumrak airfield deaplte the heavy cold
and that these structures had to be-completed by spring. Officers
allegedly stated that these instollations were to serve the take-
off of small aircraft ocenpied by one pilot, and that the alrersft
were to be employsd against enemy aircraft at high altitudes, It
ssemed that the planes wers Yo take off by meanaz of compressed air
or the like lmmedistely pwrior to the approach of enemy aireraft.
No eenfirmatory observetions wore made up to late September 1953,
however, 3

Activity at Stalingrad-I airficld concentrated on premilitary
training of youths and exercises of discharged Soviet Air Force
pilots, Subjects of training 2% the field were elementary courses

for pilots,training € gliders in sirplane towlng, individual parschute
Jumping with single and double parachutes from biplanes, and stunt
flying which included loops, recoveries,. sharp banks and rolls. 4

Un several subsequent days in Cctober 1952, individual biplanes
took off and landed at an uncultivated steppe area south of the
premises of the Zavod aluminum plant. A DC-3 made an intermediate
landing during the same period. No air activity was noticed there
after that time. 7

In 1952, & Soviet major siated that a school for jet aircraft pilots
was Jocated in Kulbyshev {5311 N/5010 E) and that many aceidents
occurred, with the aireraft frequsntly crashing from altitudes of
100 and 150 meters. - .

» In the spriag of 1952, a ningle jst aircraft for the first time

vas observed taking off from an srea near Cumrak, where an airfield
vag assuned to be stationed, After that time, individual jet
aiveral$ or, occazionally, 6 jet aireraft were seen taking off at
shert intervals, mesily on three subsequent days during the weck.
Fellow Pz stated that "fost jet aireraft” were stetioned at the
field near Gumrsk, The sircraft nsntioned had swept-back wings but
no auxiliary ges tanks were seen, A light sports plane regularly
tock off from Gumrak airfisld and subsequently practiced stunt
flying in the air space over the Volgae River for 30 minutes. Plston-
engine biplanes and twla-engine alpreraft also took off from the
field nesr Gurrek in eddiiion to the jet aireraft. 1

It eppeered that elementary training for pilotes was conducted at
Stalingrad-1 airfield. /.

School flylng and parachite jumping were observed at Stalingrad-I
airfield. Bspecially from the swmar up to September 1953, single
Jet aircraft, individuslly, in two-ship elements or in some
instances in flights were seen aloft at an altitude of 1,500 to
3,000 meters from the FJ hospital during the early morning hours
and in the late afternoons. They came from a northwesterly direction
and flew at a speed of aboub 800 lva/ph, They flew wide turns over
the Stalingrad ares and twrued tcvard the Northwest. The fact that
the asireraft wers alwmys observed climbing from the northwest,
reaching the maximum altitude over the Stalingrad air space and
descending again toward the northwest, it was inferred that their
home base was located northwest of Stalingred. The Jet aireraft had
swept~beck wings and high set horizontel stabilizer. The landing
gear was aluays retracted over the PW hospital.l On two days in
the sumr-er of 1953, a twin-jet aircraft was seen from the hospital
approaching from a northerly directlon. The aireraft turned toward
the north after a wide turn over Stalingrad. The jet engines were
fitted on either side below the wings at the fuselage. The wings
were less swept back than those of the single jet alrcraft. The
appearance of twin-jet alreraft were the topic of conversation
for several days. 6 :
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Between June and late September 1953, an airfield was observed 4 or

5 km north of the Dzherzbinskl iractor plant on the northeastern
verimeter of Stalingrad. A threo-roter metalled road led toward

the north from Stalingrad via the settlement of the tractor plant
and a ravine rorth of the plant. fbout 1 lm north of the ravine,

the road turned toward the northeast. An asphalt road, 10 meters
wide, branched off the aforementiocned road tosard the north. The
asphalt road was completed about off the southern border of the
alwninum plant which was located aboub 300 meters west of the

rcad and about 1,500 ‘o 2,000 meters west of the airfield. The

aree of the airfield consisted of £lat steppe with low trushwork.
The buildings of the slunminum plant were not higher than 15 meters.
A long~-distance line led northward through the area from Stelingrad.
The airfield seemed io be an advance airfield. 25X1
activity was firet observed there in Yay 1953. Prior to September
1953, 2 or three two-Btory bulldings were constructed immediatsly
near the field. The about 50 to 70 construction workers working

neey the field wore Soviet green fatigue uniform with garrison

caps. They did not wear epmulets or branch-of-service insignia.

The field had no borders. The landing fleld was covered with steppe
grass. No runways, baxivays and hangars were available. Several
canouflaged tents were erscted at the southern berder of the field.
Flying was aleo conducted in rainy weather. Little air activity

was cbserved. Only biplanes were observed. They flew individually.
Only once was & two-ship element observed flying tight circles over
the fleld. Air Forece officers riding in sedana and trucks were
frequently seen on the rosd between Stalingrad and the alumimm
plant. They wore new dress uniforms with lapels and black neckties. 7

In the summer of 1951, the first jst aircraft with swept-back wings
and without fuselage steps wero scen in the air space over Stalingrad.
They were obsaerved thers wntil the end of the period of observation
in September 1953. Until vhet time, air activity by turbo jet planes
currently increased. The alreraft flew individuslly or in elements

of two at an altitude of 600 mcters. They approached the western
perimeter of the town, where an zirfield was assumed to be located,
flew over Camp Ne 6124/1 and the town in an easterly direction.

After a short time, they returnsd sncircled the western toun area
presumably, to land, No pursull or attack exercises were noticed.
Regular take-offs and lardings by passenger planes were observed

from the aforementloned airfield and enother located nearby. The
aircraft made several turns over the assumed airfieid prior to lsnding.
It could not be deternined whether the turbo-jet aircraft and piston-
engine aircraft wsre stationed on one and the same airfield. 1

In the gummer of 1952, carge gliders towed by twin-engine conventional
aireraft were several times zeen aloft. They apparently landed in the
same area west of the town. No such aircraft were seen there after
that time. A sports plane which engaged in stunt flying was mostly
seen there during the summer months. Parachute jumping over, or

nesr, the western perimeter of the town increased considerably in
1953, During the surmer months, especlally at nightfall, about 6

men each with a conventicnal white parachute were dropped from an
altitude of atout 500 meters, rresumably from twin-engine aireraft.
Only once were there alrcraft cbserved from which the men jumped at

a tine. Farachute jumpinz wss conducted at irregular intervals. The
jumping ares was localed near the area of the jet aircraft or
conzercial aircraft airfield, Mo unusually intenslve air sctivity
wag observed over Stalingrad. § )
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1, Comment, The report indicates that, at least in 1952, the
Stalingrad-Gumrak airfield was occupied by a Soviet jet aircraft
unit.| did not obs turtc -jet flying 25X1
in Gurrak after September 1952, jot 25X1
aireraft were seen until their departure in September 1953. It
is possible, that the airfield scrved civilian traffic up to late
1951 anc was then occupied by a Soviet jet airoraft regiment. The
steps in the fuselages | 25X1
vere presumabl,; Yak-23s, These aircraft LONI
coviously were not stationed in the Stalingwad avea, The jet air-
craft | presunably were 25X1
MiG-158 which are statiored in Gumrak.
2. 25X1
3. Comment. The vague description of the structures under 25X1
construction at Gumrak airfield doesswot allqw definite conclusions.
The structures may have been catapult installations for intercept
service,
b Corment. It is known thet premilitary training is conducted 25X1
alingrad-I airfield, which had hitherto been referred to as
Stalingrad-North sirfield. 25X1

5. Comment. | failed to 25X1
distinguish air activity at Gumrek and Stalingrad-I airfields.

6. Comment, The fact that twin-jet alircraft allegedly with 25X1
more or less swept back wings were observed in the USSR and also
in the satellite states iz of interest. However, there has not
been sufficient informaticn reccived on this subject as yet to
arrive at any conclusion. | 25X1
\ have been secing aircraft of type I1-28 or 25X1
¥iG-15 with auxilisry gasoline tanks, This type of information
nust be traced very carefully.

7. :{ng_mant' Coutrary to previous assumptions, Stalingrad- 25X1
Gorodizhithe (42048n11/2:0261%) =irfield was not taken out of
cperation. l vhe aluminum plant was constructed 25X1

west of the airrield.
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